
3090 
 

BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETNG 

JULY 15, 2019 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT ON JULY 15, 2019, THAT THE BENTON COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS MET IN REGULAR SESSION AT THE BENTON COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE @ 6:00 PM. 

 

AGENDA 
 
 
 
Opening of meeting was by Sheriff Kenny Christopher. 
 
Invocation was led by 6rd District Commissioner Darrell Hicks and Pledge of Allegiance was led 
by 1st District Commissioner Kenneth Miller. 
 
 

ROLL CALL BY COUNTY CLERK WANDA MALIN AND DEPUTY CLERK MELISSA PLANT 
             ===============================================================  

MEMBERS PRESENT:       COMMISSIONERS ABSENT – BILL KEE     

DIST. 1  ANGIE HERN  DON PATTON  WARD PLANT 

DIST. 2  DAYNA FERGUSON KENNETH MILLER  ROCKY PRESSON 

DIST. 3 KELEAH DYE  NORMAN FRAZIER  GARY FURR 

DIST. 4 DOUG VICKERS  SONNY HALL  PHIL MELTON 

DIST. 5 RACHELLE HILL     ROSANNE WARD  

DIST. 6  DARRELL HICKS  RONNIE HOPPER   MARY POWERS     

 ================================================================     
 

1. Opening of Meeting by Sheriff or his appointee. 

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call by County Clerk or Chief Deputy 

4. Announcing of Quorum by Chairman 

5. Approval of Agenda (VV) 

6.  State Representative, Bruce Griffey 

7. Citizens Forum 

8. Commissioners Forum 

9. Approval of Minutes (VV) 

10. Report of Public Utilities (VV) 

11. Approval of the Benton County Girls Softball Lease Agreement for 2019-2020 
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12. Resolution making appropriations for the various funds, departments, institutions, offices and agencies of Benton               
County Tennessee, for the year beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020 (20190715-01) (RCV) 

13. Resolution fixing the tax levy in Benton County, Tennessee for the year ending June 30, 2020 at $2.95 (20190715-
02) (RCV) 

14. Resolution Approving the contributions to non-profits and charitable organizations for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020 (20190715-03) (RCV) 

15. Resolution to establish a committee for resale of land bought at delinquent tax sales (20190715-04) (RCV) 

16. Resolution authorizing the mayor to execute all documents in regard to the $12,000 USDA Rural Development 
grant application and authorize the mayor to administer the grant funds to prepare an application for funding through 
Rural Development’s Community Facility Program (20190715-05) (RCV) 

17. Resolution asking the state lawmakers to examine the decrease in the Benton County Bank Excise Taxes 
(20190715-06) (RCV) 

18. Resolution approving the Benton County Animal Shelter to begin using a credit card reader in order to offer this 
payment option to the public for adoption fees and sale of materials (20190715-07) (RCV) 

19. Appointing Notaries (VV) 

20. Any Other Business 

21. Adjourn (VV) 

ANNOUNCING OF QUORUM BY:  CHAIR WARD PLANT 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion was made by Commissioner Miller and seconded by Commissioner 
Ferguson to approve the Agenda. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Dye and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson 
to amend the Agenda to remove line Item 11 (Benton County Girls Softball Lease 
Agreement 2019-2020).  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Dye 
to approve the Agenda as amended.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  
Motion Carries. 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE – BRUCE GRIFFEY 

Mr. Griffey took the floor and called Kerri Arnold up and announced that she was the new Miss 
Volunteer Tennessee and presented her with a proclamation and a special flag that was flown at 
the state capital. Ms. Arnold is excited to represent Benton County. 

Camden Volleyball was presented a plaque by Mayor Lashlee, memorializing these 6 ladies and 
their 4-year accomplishments. These 6 ladies helped bring the sport of volleyball to life here in 
Benton County. State Representative Bruce Griffey presented the proclamation and each lady 
their resolution.  Present were Jordan Vick, Sarah Bradford, Brianna Minor, Isabella Hodge and 
Briley Hardin.  Eden Pafford was also included but not present. 
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CITIZENS FORUM   

James Ricketts spoke about the future of Benton County. He noted that growth is important but 
doesn’t think a property tax increase is the answer to bringing new people in for the growth of the 
county. 

J.C Johnson, State Park Ranger outlined the accomplishments in the last year at Nathan Bedford 
Park at Eva.  The purchase of new land has allowed for expansion and improvements.  Recent 
upgrades include fiber optic internet with Charter and new bedding at the cabins.  He expects to 
see more improvements over the next year including history, education and river access. 

Sharon Neal, Director of the Animal Shelter Board says that due to many calls that they need a 
full-time employee. 

COMMISSIONERS FORUM 

Commissioner Hopper commented that Java lane is finally free and clear of trash. 

Commissioner Hill was invited to the Whitehouse to attend a meeting on August 8,2019 about the 
Outreach Program to discuss the needs of the rural areas. Anyone can e-mail her with their 
questions and concerns and she will try to get answers while in attendance. 

Steve Bates discussed the budget and future plans for the county.  He says the tax rate is the same 
as last year.   

 

PREVIOUS MONTHS MINUTES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to approve 
June 2019 minutes. On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to approve 
the Report of Public Utilities.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3093 
 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hill and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190715-01.  Recommended by Budget. On a Roll Call vote, 13 Ayes and 4 
Nays.  Motion Carries. 
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RESOLUTION 20190715-01 BUDGET 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

ANGIE HERN 
 X  X X   

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X    X  

KENNETH MILLER 
 X    X  

ROCKY PRESSON 
 X   X   

KELEAH DYE 
 X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X   X   

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X    X  

DOUG VICKERS 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X X  X   

BILL KEE 
X       

ROSANNE WARD 
 X    X  

DARRELL HICKS  X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER  X   X   

MARY POWERS  X   X   

WARD PLANT - CHAIR 
 X   X   
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hicks and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190715-02.  On a Roll Call vote, 15 Ayes, 1 Nay and 1 Pass.  Motion carries. 
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RESOLUTION 20190715-02 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

ANGIE HERN 
 X  X X   

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X    X  

KENNETH MILLER 
 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON 
 X   X   

KELEAH DYE 
 X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X   X   

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X     X 

DOUG VICKERS 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

BILL KEE 
X       

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS  X X  X   

RONNIE HOPPER  X   X   

MARY POWERS  X   X   

WARD PLANT - CHAIR 
 X   X   
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Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Hill to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190715-03.  On a Roll Call vote, 15 Ayes, 1 Nay and 1 Abstain.  Motion 
Carries. 
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RESOLUTION 20190715-03 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

ANGIE HERN 
 X   X   

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X    X  

KENNETH MILLER 
 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON 
 X   X   

KELEAH DYE 
 X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X X  X   

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

DOUG VICKERS 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X  X X   

BILL KEE 
X       

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS  X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER  X   X   

MARY POWERS 
 X     

ABSTAIN 
W/CONFLICT 

WARD PLANT - CHAIR 
 X   X   
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Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190715-04.  On a Roll Call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190715-05.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190715-06.  On a Roll Call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Hill to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190715-07.  On a Roll Call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

 

NOTARIES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
Notaries for JULY 2019.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

JOLENE M REDDEN  BRANDY CONRAD   

TROY E RAGSDALE  DORA L WARNER 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Chairman Plant asked for prayers for Commissioner Powers and Commissioner Kee. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Furr to 
adjourn this meeting.  Meeting was adjourned. 

WANDA MALIN, COUNTY CLERK, DO CERTIFY THIS TO BE A TRUE AND 
COMPLETE COPY OF THE JULY 15, 2019 BENTON COUNTY COMMISSION 
MEETING. 

 

___________________________________   _________________________________ 

         BRETT LASHLEE, MAYOR      WANDA MALIN, COUNTY CLERK 


