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BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETNG 

JUNE 17, 2019 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT ON JUNE 17, 2019, THAT THE BENTON COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS MET IN REGULAR SESSION AT THE BENTON COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE @ 6:00 PM. 

 

AGENDA 
 
 
 
Opening of meeting was by Sheriff Kenny Christopher. 
 
Invocation was led by 6rd District Commissioner Darrell Hicks and Pledge of Allegiance was led 
by 1st District Commissioner Don Patton. 
 
 

ROLL CALL BY COUNTY CLERK WANDA MALIN AND DEPUTY CLERK BEVERLY BEAL 
             ===============================================================  

MEMBERS PRESENT:       COMMISSIONERS ABSENT – BILL KEE, NORMAN FRAZIER 

DIST. 6  DARRELL HICKS  RONNIE HOPPER   MARY POWERS     

DIST. 1  ANGIE HERN  DON PATTON  WARD PLANT 

DIST. 2  DAYNA FERGUSON KENNETH MILLER  ROCKY PRESSON 

DIST. 3 KELEAH DYE     GARY FURR 

DIST. 4 DOUG VICKERS  SONNY HALL  PHIL MELTON 

DIST. 5 RACHELLE HILL     ROSANNE WARD    
  

 ================================================================     
 

1. Opening of Meeting by Sheriff or his appointee. 

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call by County Clerk or Chief Deputy 

4. Announcing of Quorum by Chairman 

5. Approval of Agenda (VV) 

6. Citizens Forum 

7. Commissioners Forum 

8. Approval of Minutes (VV) 

9. Report of Public Utilities (VV) 

10. Resolution to appoint two new members to the Board of Public Utilities (20190617-01) (VV) 

11. Resolution to amend previous resolution typographical error from May 2019 (20190617-02) (VV) 
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12. Resolution to budget funds in the amount of $2,952.00 within the animal shelter budget (20190617-03) (VV) 

13. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $1,086.00 within the sheriff’s budget (20190617-04) (VV) 

14. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $6,863.51 within the sheriff’s budget (20190617-05) (VV) 

15. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $10,206.94 within the schools’ budget (20190617-06) (VV) 

16. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $3,850.00 within the schools’ budget (20190617-07) (VV) 

17. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $423.08 within the library budget (20190617-08) (VV) 

18. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $600.00 within the Airport budget (20190617-09) (VV) 

19. Resolution transferring funds in the amount of $200.56 within the schools’ budget (20190617-10) (VV) 

20. Resolution transferring funds in the amount of $300.00 within the Beer Board budget (20190617-11) (RCV) 

21. Resolution transferring funds in the amount of $100.00 within the Election Commission budget (20190617-12) 
(RCV) 

22. Resolution transferring funds in the amount of $1,352.81 within the sheriff’s budgets (20190617-13) (RCV) 

23. Resolution transferring funds in the amount of $194.00 within the Senior Citizens budget (20190617-14) (RCV) 

24. Resolution approving transfers within the General Fund in the amount of $7,212.25 (20190617-15) (RCV) 

25. Resolution appropriating funds in the amount of $4,979.18 from the unassigned fund balance within the county 
general fund in order to pay the outstanding invoices received from the Tennessee State University Cooperative 
Extension (20190617-16) (RCV) 

26. Resolution appropriating funds in the amount of $2,500.00 from the Unassigned fund balance within the county 
general fund in order to meet the County Coroner/Medical Examiner payroll throughout the remainder of the fiscal year 
(20190617-17) (RCV) 

27. Resolution appropriating funds in the amount of $6,000 from the Unassigned fund balance within the general fund 
in order to cover the trustee’s commission for the general fund on revenue received for the remainder of this fiscal year 
(20190617-18) 

28. Resolution appropriating funds in the amount of $35,668.14 from the Unassigned fund balance within the general 
fund in order to pay two outstanding invoices received from The Barrett Group (20190617-19) (RCV) 

29. Resolution appropriating funds in the amount of $4,000.00 from the Unassigned fund balance within the general 
fund in order to pay jury and witness fees for the remainder of this fiscal year (20190617-20) (RCV) 

30. Appointing Notaries (VV) 

31. Any Other Business 

32. Adjourn (VV) 

                                             

ANNOUNCING OF QUORUM BY:  CHAIR WARD PLANT 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve 
the agenda.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Representative Bruce Griffey was brought to the floor to present 2 proclamations. 

DAVID JOHNSON 

 

MARK FLORENCE BENTON COUNTY DIRECTOR OF SCHOOLS 
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CITIZENS FORUM   

No activity 

COMMISSIONERS FORUM 

Commissioner Hill announced a budget meeting will be held on June 25, 2019 at 5:00 pm. She 
encourages all commissioners and citizens to attend. Some of the important issues not yet decided 
are the Animal Control Officer and the Veterans Officer, both of which are restricted to 20 hours 
per week and Commissioner Hill thinks they deserve more. 

Commissioner Presson discussed the option of a wheel tax to help with the budget items. 

Commissioner Patton stated he is against any type of tax increase. 

Chairman Plant brought D.A. Matt Stowe to the floor to address the need to pass the Sheriff’s 
budget.  Concerns surrounding mental health exam expenses was addressed. 

County Attorney discussed the Sheriff’s contract, Work Release Programs for Benton County and 
advised to have an executive session next month. 

Sheriff Kenny Christopher spoke about the number of officers and why he needs more.  He also 
stated that raises are needed to keep from losing employees due to low pay.  

Mayor Lashlee wanted to thank David Johnson and Mark Florence for being there and their 
outstanding efforts.  He also talked about taxes and the options for our county.  He applauded the 
budget committee for their hard work and diligence to get an accurate budget.  He stated we do 
have a salary problem in the county.   

 

 

PREVIOUS MONTHS MINUTES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hall to approve 
MAY 2019 minutes. On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

APPROVAL OF THE REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to approve 
the Report of Public Utilities.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to amend 
RESOLUTION 20190617-01 to remove Anita Hughes French from consideration because the 
term doesn’t expire until 2020.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hall to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-01 as amended.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion 
carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-02.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to combine 
RESOLUTIONS 20190617-03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09 and 10.  On a voice vote, all present voted 
Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve as 
combined RESOLUTIONS 20190617-03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09 and 10.  On a roll call vote, all 
present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to amend 
RESOLUTION 20190617-06 to change to revenue account number from 47114 to 47112.  On a 
voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-06 as amended.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion 
Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-11.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to amend 
RESOLUTION 20190617-12 from $100 to $600.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  
Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-12 as amended.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion 
Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-13. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to amend 
RESOLUTION 20190617-13 because of a typographical error from $1,352.81 to $1,150.00. On 
a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-13 as amended. On a roll call vote, 15 Ayes and 1 Abstain.  Motion 
Carries. 
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RESOLUTION 20190617-13 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

DARRELL HICKS 
 X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X   X   

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X  X X   

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X X  X   

KENNETH MILLER 
 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON 
 X   X   

KELEAH DYE 
 X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER 
X       

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

DOUG VICKERS 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL  X    ABSTAIN  

BILL KEE X       

ROSANNE WARD  X   X   

WARD PLANT - CHAIR 
 X   X   

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-14.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-15.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190520-16.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hall and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-17.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ward and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-18.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-19.  On a roll call vote, 15 Ayes and 1 Nay.  Motion Carries. 

 

 



3084 
 

 

RESOLUTION 20190617-19 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

DARRELL HICKS 
 X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X   X   

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X  X X   

DON PATTON 
 X    X  

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X X  X   

KENNETH MILLER 
 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON 
 X   X   

KELEAH DYE 
 X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER 
X       

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

DOUG VICKERS 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL  X   X   

BILL KEE X       

ROSANNE WARD  X   X   

WARD PLANT - CHAIR 
 X   X   

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hicks and seconded by Commissioner Ward to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-20.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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NOTARIES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
Notaries for JUNE 2019.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

MARGARET ELLEN CRAFTON  MELINDA GRACE BODVEN 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Chairman Plant wanted everyone to know that Commissioner Bill Kee couldn’t be here tonight.  
He has cancer and has been taking treatments.  Chairman Plant is taking up a collection for 
Commissioner Kee and anyone who wants to donate can see him after the meeting.  
Commissioner Kee hopes to be at the next meeting. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Dye and seconded by Commissioner Hern to suspend the 
rules of order to bring up resolutions not on the agenda.  On a roll call vote, 15 Ayes and 1 pass.  
Motion carries. 

 

SUSPEND THE RULES OF ORDER 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

DARRELL HICKS 
 X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X   X   

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X  X X   

DON PATTON 
 X     X 

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X   X   

KENNETH MILLER 
 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON 
 X   X   

KELEAH DYE 
 X X  X   

NORMAN FRAZIER 
X       

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

DOUG VICKERS 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL  X   X   

BILL KEE X       

ROSANNE WARD  X   X   

WARD PLANT - CHAIR 
 X   X   
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hicks and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-21.  On a roll call vote, 15 Ayes and 1 Pass.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 20190617-21 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

DARRELL HICKS 
 X X  X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X   X   

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X   X   

DON PATTON 
 X     X 

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X  X X   

KENNETH MILLER 
 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON 
 X   X   

KELEAH DYE 
 X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER 
X       

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

DOUG VICKERS 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL  X   X   

BILL KEE X       

ROSANNE WARD  X   X   

WARD PLANT - CHAIR 
 X   X   
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-22.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hicks and seconded by Commissioner Hern to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-23.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-24.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Hopper to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190617-25.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Commissioner Ward asked about the purchase of the Lockhart Building because she wasn’t aware 
of the purchase.  Mayor Lashlee responded by saying the resolution was worded in a way that 
allowed him to purchase this property without prior authorization from the commissioners. 

Commissioner Hall asked for the purchase price and Mayor Lashlee responded with $35,000. 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Miller to 
adjourn this meeting.  Meeting was adjourned. 

WANDA MALIN, COUNTY CLERK, DO CERTIFY THIS TO BE A TRUE AND 
COMPLETE COPY OF THE JUNE 17, 2019 BENTON COUNTY COMMISSION 
MEETING. 

 

___________________________________   _________________________________ 

         BRETT LASHLEE, MAYOR      WANDA MALIN, COUNTY CLERK 


