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BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETNG 

MAY 20, 2019 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT ON MAY 20, 2019, THAT THE BENTON COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS MET IN REGULAR SESSION AT THE BENTON COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE @ 6:00 PM. 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Opening of Meeting by Sheriff or his appointee. 

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call by County Clerk or Chief Deputy 

4. Announcing of Quorum by Chairman 

5. Approval of Agenda (VV) 

6. Citizens Forum 

7. Commissioners Forum 

8. Approval of Minutes (VV) 

9. Report of Public Utilities (VV) 

10. Approval of Releasing the Trustee of Benton County from the 2016 Tax Aggregate of $7,713,615.00 

11. Approval of the Tennessee Rehabilitation Center Quarterly Report 

12. Debbie Kyle and John Abbruzzese – Presentation on Code Red 

13. Resolution approving the application of the Litter and Trash Collecting Grant from the Tennessee Department of 
Transportation (20190520-01) (VV) 

14. Resolution transferring funds in the amount of $5,000 for the mayor to purchase a new upgraded computer server 
for his office (20190520-02) (RCV) 

15. Resolution transferring funds in the mount of $59,610.00 within the schools’ budget (20190520-03) (RCV) 

16. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $2,605.00 within the animal shelter budget (20190520-04) (VV) 

17. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $6,000 within the schools’ budget (20190520-05) (VV) 

18. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $4,915.44 within the library budget (20190520-06) (VV) 

19. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $6,086.57 within the sheriff’s budget (20190520-07) (VV) 

20. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $40.00 within the senior citizens budget (20190520-08) (VV) 

21. Resolution budgeting USDA & RDA Grant funds received in the amount of $44,789.22 within Fund 171 
(20190520-09) (VV) 

22. Resolution budgeting ROI fees received in the amount of $300.00 within the medical investigators budget 
(20190520-10) (VV) 
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23. Resolution budgeting TDOT grant reimbursement funds for the airport maintenance grant in the amount of $1,000 
within the airport (VV) 

24. Resolution appropriating funds in the amount of $2,500.00 from the Unassigned Fund Balance within the County 
General Fund to cover the expenses for tire disposal at the solid waste tire shed for the remainder of the fiscal year 
(20190520-12) (RCV) 

25. Resolution appropriating funds in the amount of $30,000 from the unassigned fund balance within the county 
general fund and budgeted within the jail medical claim budget to cover the remainder of the fiscal year (20190520-13) 
(RCV) 

26. Resolution appropriating funds in the mount of $187,000 from the unassigned fund balance within the Fund 171 – 
Capital Projects to pay outstanding invoices for the Benton Decatur Sewer Project (20190520-14) (RCV) 

27. Resolution appropriating funds in the amount of $4,369.20 from the unassigned fund balance within the county 
general fund in order to pay an outstanding invoice from Hethcoat & Davis (20190520-15) (RCV) 

28. Appointing Notaries (VV) 

29. Any Other Business 

30. Adjourn (VV) 

 
 
Opening of meeting was by Sheriff Kenny Christopher. 
 
Invocation was led by 6rd District Commissioner Darrell Hicks and Pledge of Allegiance was led 
by 3rd District Commissioner Norman Frazier. 
 
 

ROLL CALL BY COUNTY CLERK WANDA MALIN AND CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK DONNA MELTON 
             ===============================================================  

MEMBERS PRESENT:     COMMISSIONERS ABSENT – BILL KEE, MARY POWERS, ANGIE HERN, WARD PLANT, 
DAYNA FERGUSON  

DIST. 5  RACHELLE HILL   ROSANNE WARD    

DIST. 6  DARRELL HICKS  RONNIE HOPPER      

DIST. 1     DON PATTON   

DIST. 2     KENNETH MILLER   

DIST. 3 KELEAH DYE  NORMAN FRAZIER  GARY FURR 

DIST. 4 DOUG VICKERS  SONNY HALL  PHIL MELTON    

 ================================================================                                 

ANNOUNCING OF QUORUM BY:  PROTEM ROSANNE WARD. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion was made by Commissioner Presson and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve 
the agenda.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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CITIZENS FORUM   

Jim Crone from Trane Corp was present for any questions from the Commission. 

Debbie Kyle made a presentation about Code Red, a communication tool used for county 
emergency alerts, including road closures and severe storm reporting. 

Ben Richardson, storm spotter, offered his services to help with the setup of Code Red. 

COMMISSIONERS FORUM 

Commissioner Hill asked questions about the County Attorney retainer fees. 

Commissioner Presson talked about the state of the county’s economy and budget issues. 

Mayor Brett Lashlee informed the Commissioners about Commissioner Bill Kee and his health 
issues and that he is in need of our prayers.  He also wanted to acknowledge Alex French, an 
intern and interested citizen of Benton County.  Alex French has been shadowing Mayor Lashlee 
and is writing an essay about her experience here in our county.  Mayor Lashlee encourages 
students to get involved in the future of Benton County. 

Mayor Lashlee also wanted to update the Commission about the Benton Decatur Sewer district 
and the relief of the debt and savings in our budget. 

Mayor Lashlee spoke about the Code Red System and how important the system is because it will 
make our county storm ready for the safety of our citizens. 

Commissioner Patton said there is a lot of wasteful spending in our county. 

School Superintendent Mark Florence said if county revenue is capped, it will be detrimental to 
the school system.  Mr. Florence said if that happened, he would have to ask for a property tax 
raise.  He also encourages anyone who has questions to come by his office to talk about them. 

Commissioner Frazier responded to the wasteful spending comments made. He said we need to 
encourage industrial growth, fund better law enforcement and our youth for a better future for 
Benton County. 

APPROVE THE PREVIOUS MONTHS MINUTES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hopper and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
APRIL 2019 minutes. On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

APPROVAL OF THE REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hicks and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to approve the 
Report of Public Utilities.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

APPROVAL OF RELEASING THE TRUSTEE FROM THE 2016 TAX AGGREGATE 

Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Hill to approve the 
release of the 2016 Tax Aggregate of $7,713,615.00 from the Benton County Trustee.  On a voice 
vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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APPROVAL OF THE TENNESSEE REHABILITATION CENTER QUARTERLY 
REPORT 

Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve the 
TN Rehabilitation Center Quarterly Report.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion 
Carries. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hicks and seconded by Commissioner Hall to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190520-01.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190520-02.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Miller and seconded by Commissioner Hill to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190520-03.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hill and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to combine 
RESOLUTIONS 20190520-04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10 AND 11.  On a voice vote, all present 
voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Miller and seconded by Commissioner Furr to approve as 
combined RESOLUTIONS 20190520-04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10 AND 11.  On a roll call vote, all 
present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hopper and seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190520-12.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Presson and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190520-13.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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RESOLUTION 20190520-14 was pulled by Mayor Brett Lashlee. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Hill to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190520-15. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hill and seconded by Commissioner Hall to amend 
RESOLUTION 20190520-15 to correct the total to $4,369.20.  On a voice vote, all present voted 
Aye.  Motion carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Furr to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190520-15 as amended.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion 
Carries. 
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NOTARIES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hicks and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to approve 
Notaries for MAY 2019.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

CHERYL YOUNG  JODY FARMER  MOLLY N PATE 

DAVID M THOMAS  AMANDA E LAMBDIN 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Motion was made by Commissioner Miller and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190520-16.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion carries. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hicks and seconded by Commissioner Hopper to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190520-17.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hill and seconded by Commissioner Miller to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190520-18.  On a roll call vote, 12 Ayes and 1 Pass.  Motion Carries. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 20190520-18 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

RACHELLE HILL  X X  X   

BILL KEE X       

DARRELL HICKS  X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER  X   X   

MARY POWERS X       

ANGIE HERN X       

DON PATTON  X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON X       

KENNETH MILLER  X  X X   

ROCKY PRESSON  X   X   

KELEAH DYE  X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER  X   X   

GARY FURR  X   X   

SONNY HALL  X   X   

PHIL MELTON  X   X   

DOUG VICKERS  X   X   

WARD PLANT X       
ROSANNE WARD -PRO 
TEM CHAIR  X     X 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Hall to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190520-19.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
 

 
 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Furr to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190520-20.  On a roll call vote, 12 Ayes and 1 Pass.  Motion Carries. 
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RESOLUTION 20190520-20 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

RACHELLE HILL  X   X   

BILL KEE X       

DARRELL HICKS  X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER  X   X   

MARY POWERS X       

ANGIE HERN X       

DON PATTON  X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON X       

KENNETH MILLER  X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON  X   X   

KELEAH DYE  X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER  X X  X   

GARY FURR  X  X X   

SONNY HALL  X     X 

PHIL MELTON  X   X   

DOUG VICKERS  X   X   

WARD PLANT X       

ROSANNE WARD -PRO 
TEM CHAIR  X   X   

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hopper and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
RESOLUTION 20190520-21.  On a roll call vote, 12 Ayes and 1 Pass.  Motion Carries. 
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RESOLUTION 20190520-21 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

BILL KEE 
X       

DARRELL HICKS 
 X  X X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X X  X   

MARY POWERS 
X       

ANGIE HERN 
X       

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
X       

KENNETH MILLER 
 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON 
 X   X   

KELEAH DYE 
 X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER 
 X   X   

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X     X 

PHIL MELTON  X   X   

DOUG VICKERS  X   X   

WARD PLANT X       

ROSANNE WARD -PRO 
TEM CHAIR 

 X   X   

 

Sheriff Kenny Christopher talked about work release programs for inmates. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Dye and seconded by Commissioner Hill to suspend the 
rules of order to bring forth 6 resolutions.  RESOLUTIONS 20190520-16, 17, 18, 19, 20 AND 
21.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hill and seconded by Commissioner Hall to combine 
RESOLUTIONS 20190520-16, 17, 18, 19, 20 AND 21.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  
Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hicks and seconded by Commissioner Hopper to approve 
RESOLUTIONS 20190520-16, 17, 18, 19, 20 AND 21 as combined.  On a roll call vote, all 
present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Dye and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to have the 
County cover $5000.00 of Code Red.   
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Motion was made by Commissioner Furr and seconded by Commissioner Miller to table previous 
motion for County to cover $5000.00 of Code Red for 30 days and bring up at the June 2019 
Meeting. On a roll call vote, 4 Ayes and 9 Nays.  Motion Fails. 

 

TABLE FOR 30 DAYS 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

RACHELLE HILL  X    X  

BILL KEE X       

DARRELL HICKS  X    X  

RONNIE HOPPER  X    X  

MARY POWERS X       

ANGIE HERN X       

DON PATTON  X    X  

DAYNA FERGUSON X       

KENNETH MILLER  X  X X   

ROCKY PRESSON  X    X  

KELEAH DYE  X    X  

NORMAN FRAZIER  X    X  

GARY FURR  X X  X   

SONNY HALL  X    X  

PHIL MELTON  X   X   

DOUG VICKERS  X    X  

WARD PLANT X       

ROSANNE WARD -PRO 
TEM CHAIR  X   X   
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Motion was made by Commissioner Dye and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to have the 
County commit to appropriate $5000.00 to Code Red.  On a roll call vote, 11 Ayes and 2 Nays.  
Resolution will be prepared for next month. 

 

COMMIT TO APPROPRIATE $5000 FOR CODE RED 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

RACHELLE HILL  X   X   

BILL KEE X       

DARRELL HICKS  X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER  X   X   

MARY POWERS X       

ANGIE HERN X       

DON PATTON  X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON X       

KENNETH MILLER  X    X  

ROCKY PRESSON  X   X   

KELEAH DYE  X X  X   

NORMAN FRAZIER  X  X X   

GARY FURR  X   X   

SONNY HALL  X   X   

PHIL MELTON  X   X   

DOUG VICKERS  X   X   

WARD PLANT X       
ROSANNE WARD -PRO 
TEM CHAIR  X    X  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to 
adjourn this meeting.  Meeting was adjourned. 

WANDA MALIN, COUNTY CLERK, DO CERTIFY THIS TO BE A TRUE AND 
COMPLETE COPY OF THE MAY 20, 2019 BENTON COUNTY COMMISSION 
MEETING. 

 

___________________________________   _________________________________ 

         BRETT LASHLEE, MAYOR      WANDA MALIN, COUNTY CLERK 


