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BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETNG 

October 15, 2018 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT ON OCTOBER 15, 2018, THAT THE BENTON COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS MET IN REGULAR SESSION AT THE BENTON COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE @ 6:00 PM. 

 

AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting by Sheriff or his appointee. 
2. Invocation was led by Mr. Greg Holt, Big Sandy Community Outreach Center and Pledge of 

Allegiance was led by Heather Smith and the Youth Leadership Group.   
3. Roll call by County Clerk Wanda Malin. 

================================================================================================ 

MEMBERS PRESENT:     COMMISSIONERS ABSENT – ROCKY PRESSON 

DIST. 4 JERRY BRANDON  SONNY HALL  PHIL MELTON 

DIST. 5  RACHELLE HILL   BILL KEE   ROSANNE WARD 

DIST. 6  DARRYL HICKS  RONNIE HOPPER  MARY POWERS 

DIST. 1  ANGIE HERN  DON PATTON  WARD PLANT   

DIST. 2  DAYNA FERGUSON KENNETH MILLER 

DIST. 3 KELEAH DYE  NORMAN FRAZIER  GARY FURR 

================================================================================================ 

4. Announcing of Quorum by Chairman Ward Plant. 
5. Election of Chairman Pro-Tem (RCV). 
6. Proclamation of appreciation for Attorney Phil Hollis. 
7. Approval of the Agenda (VV).     
8. Citizens Forum. 
9. Commissioners Forum. 
10. Approval of previous month’s minutes (VV). 
11. Report of Public Utilities (VV). 
12. Approval of the Quarterly Tennessee Rehabilitation Center Report (VV). 
13. Resolution declaring surplus property for County Clerk’s filing cabinets and allowing 

transfer of property to the Sheriff’s Department for use (1015-01). (VV) 
14. Resolution renaming and restructuring the current airport committee to be the Benton 

County airport Authority and Zoning Board of Appeals with 5 board members instead of 
only 3 with terms set where one member expires each year (1015-02). (VV) 

15. Resolution appointing Bobby Latendresse to the TRRD Board to fill a vacancy set to 
expire on February 21, 2019 (1015-03). (VV) 

16. Resolution contracting Hethcoat & Davis, Inc for professional engineering consultation 
services (1015-04). (VV) 

17. Resolution increasing the litigation tax fee in all civil and criminal cases instituted in the 
county from fifty dollars ($50) to sixty dollars ($60) under T.C.A. 67-4-601(b) (1015-05). 
(RCV) 
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18. Resolution to rescind Resolution 0716-04 which decreased the legislative body from 18 
members to 12 members with 2 commissioners representing each district beginning with 
the August election of 2022 (1015-06). (RCV) 

19. Resolution transferring funds within the schools’ budget in the amount of $55,623.00 
from teachers to computer programmer (1015-07). (VV) 

20. Resolution budgeting funds received in the amount of $14,500 within the schools’ budget 
(1015-08). (VV) 

21. Resolution budgeting funds received from Basic Education Program in the amount of 
$1,000 within the schools’ (1015-09). (VV) 

22. Resolution budgeting funds received from School Safety in the amount of $75,500 within 
the schools’ budget (1015-10). (VV) 

23. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $633.90 within the library’s budget (1015-
11). 

24. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $1,200.93 within the animal shelter budget 
(1015-12). (VV) 

25. Resolution budgeting TDOT grant funds received in the amount of $78,692.00 within the 
airport budget (1015-13). (VV) 

26. Resolution budgeting USDA and DRA grant funds received for the Benton-Decatur Sewer 
Project in the amount of $60,044.00 within Fund 171-Capital Projects (1015-14). (VV) 

27. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $425.00 for the ROI fees for the medical 
examiner (1015-15) (VV) 

28. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $6,466.04 within the sheriff’s budget (1015-
16) (VV) 

29. Resolution budgeting funds in the amount of $1,448.15 within the sheriff’s budget (1015-
17) (VV) 

30. Resolution appropriating funds in the amount of $19,164.00 from the schools unassigned 
fund balance and budget to the Expenditure Account 141.72120.131 – Medical Personnel 
(1015-18) (RCV) 

31. Resolution appropriating funds in the amount of $200.00 from the General Sessions Court 
Data Processing Reserve and budget within the General Sessions Judge budget (1015-19) 
(RCV) 

32. Resolution appropriating funds in the amount of $350.00 from the Courtroom Security 
Reserve Account and budget within the Chancery Court Budget (1015-20) (RCV) 

33. Appointing Notaries. 
34. Any other business. 
35. Adjourn. 

 

First order of business is to elect a Pro-Tem 
 
 
ELECTION OF PRO-TEM 
 
Nominations were opened for Pro-Tem. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Dye and seconded by Commissioner Hill to 
nominate Commissioner Darrell Hicks. 
Motion was made by Commissioner Brandon and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson 
to nominate Commissioner Norman Frazier. 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kee and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to 
nominate Commissioner Rosanne Ward. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Powers and seconded by Commissioner Hern to 
cease nominations. 
 
Commissioner Rosanne Ward received 10 votes and Commissioner Darrell Hicks 
received 7 votes.  Commissioner Rosanne Ward is elected Protem. 
 
Change of votes: 
 
Commissioner Brandon changed his vote from Pass to Ward. 
Commissioner Melton changed his vote from Frazier to Ward. 
Commissioner Hill changed her vote from Hicks to Ward. 
Commissioner Ward changed her vote from Pass to Ward. 
Commissioner Ferguson changed her vote from Frazier to Ward. 
Commissioner Frazier changed his vote from Pass to Ward. 
 

 

PROTEM ELECTION 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT HICKS FRAZIER WARD  PASS 
        

JERRY BRANDON 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

BILL KEE 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
 X X     

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X X     

MARY POWERS 
 X X     

ANGIE HERN 
 X X     

DON PATTON 
 X X     

WARD PLANT 
 X X     

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X   X   

 
KENNETH MILLER 

 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON X       

KELEAH DYE  X X     

NORMAN FRAZIER  X   X   

GARY FURR 
 X   X   
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RECOGNITION OF ATTORNEY PHIL HOLLIS 
 
Chairman Plant turned the meeting over to Mayor Lashlee for the Proclamation of 
Appreciations of Attorney Phil Hollis. 
 
Whereas, Attorney Phil Hollis, Peeler & Hollis Law Firm, located here in Benton 
County, Tennessee, has been the representation for Benton County and our legislative 
body for many years, and whereas, Phil Hollis has worked on behalf of Benton County 
for 7 years, beginning March 2011 and whereas, he has worked vigorously at improving 
the county’s legalities and has done an exceptional job at moving our county forward. 
 
Therefore, on this 15th day of October, 2018, Benton County would like to present Phil 
Hollis with a certificate of appreciation and recognition of the dedication, loyalty and 
service he has provided to our county and which will never be forgotten. 
 
Signed, 
 
Brett W. Lashlee. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve 
the agenda.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

County Clerk Wanda Malin said there was a correction needed on the minutes of the October 2, 
2018 special called meeting.  The minutes reflected and box checked in error.  Motion was made 
by Commissioner Ferguson and Seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve and note the 
correction.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

CITIZENS FORUM   

Mark Florence, Director of Schools, advised of a reception for the County Commissioner and the 
school board members on October 23, 2018 from 6:30-7:00 pm. 

COMMISSIONERS FORUM 

APPROVE THE PREVIOUS MONTHS MINUTES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ward and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to approve 
September 2018 Minutes.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

APPROVAL OF THE REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Brandon and seconded by Commissioner Powers to approve 
the Report of Public Utilities.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

APPROVAL OF THE TENNESSEE REHABILITATION CENTER REPORT 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hill to approve the 
Tennessee Rehabilitation Center Report.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve 
RESOLUTION 1015-01. On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Powers and seconded by Commissioner Ward to approve 
RESOLUTION 1015-02.   On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Kee to approve 
RESOLUTION 1015-03.   On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hern and seconded by Commissioner Powers to approve 
RESOLUTION 1015-04.   On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ward and seconded by Commissioner Patton to approve 
RESOLUTION 1015-05.  On a roll call vote, 16 Ayes and 1 Nay.  Motion Carries. 
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RESOLUTION 1015-05 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

JERRY BRANDON 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

BILL KEE 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X X  X   

DARRELL HICKS 
 X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X   X   

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X   X   

DON PATTON 
 X  X X   

WARD PLANT 
 X    X  

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X   X   

 
KENNETH MILLER 

 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON X       

KELEAH DYE  X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER  X   X   

GARY FURR 
 X   X   
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Motion was made by Commissioner Patton and seconded by Commissioner Hill to approve 
RESOLUTION 1015-06.   

Motion was made by Commissioner Hill and seconded by Commissioner Hern to amend 
RESOLUTION 1015-06.  On a roll call vote, 10 Ayes and 7 Nays.  Motion Fails. 
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AMEND RESOLUTION 1015-06 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

JERRY BRANDON 
 X    X  

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X    X  

RACHELLE HILL 
 X X  X   

BILL KEE 
 X    X  

ROSANNE WARD 
 X    X  

DARRELL HICKS 
 X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X   X   

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X  X X   

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

WARD PLANT 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X    X  

 
KENNETH MILLER 

 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON X       

KELEAH DYE  X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER  X    X  

GARY FURR 
 X    X  
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Furr to table 
RESOLUTION 1015-06 until the November 2018 meeting.  On a roll call vote, 8 Ayes and 9 
Nays.  Motion Fails. 

Commissioner Brandon changed his vote from Nay to Aye. 

 

TABLE RESOLUTION 1015-06 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

JERRY BRANDON 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X    X  

BILL KEE 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
 X    X  

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X    X  

MARY POWERS 
 X    X  

ANGIE HERN 
 X    X  

DON PATTON 
 X    X  

WARD PLANT 
 X    X  

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X X  X   

 
KENNETH MILLER 

 X    X  

ROCKY PRESSON X       

KELEAH DYE  X    X  

NORMAN FRAZIER  X   X   

GARY FURR 
 X  X X   
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hill and seconded by Commissioner Hern to table 
until the November 2018 meeting.  On a roll call vote, 15Ayes and 2 Nays.  Motion 
Carries. 
 

 RESOLUTION 1015-06 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

JERRY BRANDON 
 X    X  

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X X  X   

BILL KEE 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
 X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X    X  

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X  X X   

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

WARD PLANT 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X   X   

 
KENNETH MILLER 

 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON X       

KELEAH DYE  X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER  X   X   

GARY FURR 
 X   X   
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to combine 
RESOLUTIONS 1015-07, 1015-09 and 1015-10.  On a roll call vote, 16 Ayes and 1 Nay. 
Motion Carries. 
 

COMBINE RESOLUTIONS 1015-07, 1015-09 and 1015-10 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

JERRY BRANDON 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

BILL KEE 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
 X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X    X  

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X   X   

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

WARD PLANT 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X X  X   

 
KENNETH MILLER 

 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON X       

KELEAH DYE  X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER  X  X X   

GARY FURR 
 X   X   
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Melton to approve 
as combined RESOLUTIONS 1015-07, 1015-09 and 1015-10.  On a roll call vote, 16 Ayes and 
1 Nay. Motion Carries. 
 

COMBINE RESOLUTIONS 1015-07, 1015-09 and 1015-10 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

JERRY BRANDON 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X  X X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X   X   

BILL KEE 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
 X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X   X   

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X   X   

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

WARD PLANT 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X X  X   

 
KENNETH MILLER 

 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON X       

KELEAH DYE  X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER  X    X  

GARY FURR 
 X   X   
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hill to approve 
RESOLUTION 1015-08.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Ward and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to amend 
RESOLUTION 1015-08 say $28,000 instead of $14,500.  On a roll call vote, all present voted 
Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Dye and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
RESOLUTION 1015-08 as amended.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hill to combine 
RESOLUTIONS 1015-11 – 1015-17.  On a roll call vote, 16 Ayes and 1 Nay.  Motion carries. 

 

COMBINE RESOLUTIONS 1015-11 – 1015-17 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT PRESENT MOTION SECOND AYE NAY PASS 
        

JERRY BRANDON 
 X   X   

SONNY HALL 
 X   X   

PHIL MELTON 
 X   X   

RACHELLE HILL 
 X  X X   

BILL KEE 
 X   X   

ROSANNE WARD 
 X   X   

DARRELL HICKS 
 X   X   

RONNIE HOPPER 
 X    X  

MARY POWERS 
 X   X   

ANGIE HERN 
 X   X   

DON PATTON 
 X   X   

WARD PLANT 
 X   X   

DAYNA FERGUSON 
 X X  X   

 
KENNETH MILLER 

 X   X   

ROCKY PRESSON        

KELEAH DYE  X   X   

NORMAN FRAZIER  X   X   

GARY FURR 
 X   X   

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to approve 
as combined RESOLUTIONS 1015-11 – 1015-17.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  
Motion carries. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Hicks and seconded by Commissioner Powers to approve 
RESOLUTION 1015-18.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion carries. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Furr to approve 
RESOLUTION 1015-19.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion carries. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to approve 
RESOLUTION 1015-20.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion carries. 

 



2946 
 

NOTARIES 

Motion was made by Commissioner Dye and seconded by Commissioner Hicks to approve 
OCTOBER 2018 Notaries.  On a roll call vote, all present voted AYE.  Motion carries. 

BONNIE S EVANS ALYSSA K PIERCE ANGELA J HOLLAND  

RACHEL L MELTON 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Frazier to approve 
RESOLUTION 1015-21.  On a roll call vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion carries. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Frazier and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson to declare 
surplus property consisting of an Air Conditioner Unit and give Mayor Brett Lashley authority to 
auction off the unit on Govdeals.com.  On a voice vote, all present voted Aye.  Motion Carries. 

Commissioner Jerry Brandon announced his resignation as Commissioner due to personal 
reasons. 

Commissioner Rosanne Ward requested a copy of the retainer for the newly appointed County 
Attorney. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Furr to 
adjourn this meeting.  Meeting was adjourned. 

WANDA MALIN, COUNTY CLERK, DO CERTIFY THIS TO BE A TRUE AND 
COMPLETECOPY OF THE OCTOBER 15, 2018 BENTON COUNTY COMMISSION 
MEETING. 

 


